Conceptual integration of information databases into an Intranet.
Large information systems handle massive volume of data stored in heterogeneous sources of information. Each server has its own model of concepts representation with regard to its aims. One of the main problems encountered by end-users when accessing different servers is to match their own viewpoint on biomedical concepts with their various representations that are made in the database servers. The aim of the project ARIANE is to provide end-users with easy-to-use and natural means to access and query heterogeneous information databases. The objectives of this research work consist in building a conceptual interface by means of the Internet technology inside an enterprise Intranet, and to propose a method to realize it. Moreover, this method provides designers of web sites with a powerful tool to manage them on the basis of an ontology of the biomedical domain. This method is based on the knowledge sources provided by the Unified Medical Language System project of the U.S. National Library of Medicine and exploits intensively the conceptual graphs theory.